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SMALL BUSINESS PROFILE

Company makes moving
easy for seniors, disabled

By Cindy Kent
STAFF WRITER

Moving is not easy, but for seniors it
can be downright traumatic. Since
2003 Sharon Cofar has aimed to
make it a more pleasant experience
with her Coral Springs company
called AMove Made Easy Inc.

As move managers, Cofar and
her staff arrange for seniors, or
those with disabilities, to move —
typically from a larger home into a
smaller one, or to a retirement com-
munity, assisted living or skilled
nursing facility.

“When 1 first started the busi-
ness, I had a concept but not a
name,” said Cofar.

A Move Made Easy provides ad-
ministrative services including for-
warding mail and setting up util-
ities, scheduling moving compa-
nies and working closely with cli-
ents on what items to sell or donate
as they downsize in their posses-
sions. Staff get the new residence
ready for occupancy by setting up

also will clean the old residence.

Word of mouth, referrals and the
company Web site have helped Co-
far’s business steadily grow. Em-
ployees include an office manager
and about 12 independent contrac-
tors. Moving jobs increased 38 per-
cent from 2006 to 2007 and gross
revenues rose 50 percent. Often,
adult children or guardians who
live out of state tap her for pre-
move arrangements, organizing
and unpacking.

When Rose B. Robinson and her

Tips

shelves, kitchens and closets; they GET

a prepaid legal plan; identity theft
protection, bonded and insured;

county and city business licenses;
incorporated.

DOING BUSINESS

require deposits; network with pro-
fessionals in your industry and the
market you serve; join organizations
that represent your trade or skills.

husband, Leonard, explored the
idea of moving into a smaller dwell-
ing, they were overwhelmed. The
condo apartment they chose was
only going to accommodate about
half their furniture from their three-
bedroom in Boca Raton. So, based
on referrals from residents at their
new community, the Robinsons
contacted Cofar.

Cofar said her core business isn’t
about boxes and furniture. It’s
about memories and handling
those with care.

“When people are downsizing,
lots of decisions are thrust upon
them,” Cofar said. “It’s important to
be upfront and honest with clients
because its about integrity and
trust.”

“I felt totally relaxed,” said Rose
Robinson. Speaking from her new
home, she recounted the three-day
ordeal. “Sharon made all our ar-
rangements. She called mainte-
nance to have our pictures hung in
the new place. She arranged for our
meals. I went looking for my hair-
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Sharon Cofar, owner of A Move Made Easy Inc.in Coral Springs, packs up a client's
home in Boca Raton. Cofar's company helps seniors or those with disabilities move.

SEEK GUIDANCE FROM

Lawyers; SCORE; FAU Small Busi-
ness Development Center.

DETAILS

A Move Made Easy; Sharon Cofar,
owner; 954-345-6683; www.amove-
madeeasy.com

brush and found it right where I
would have put it. Everything was
inits place.”

To help brand the company, and
as part of her personal philosophy,
Cofar gives time to community
functions. She and her staff partici-
pate in food drives, charity fund-
raising events and other activities
to benefit the elderly and disabled.

“Starting and running a business
isn’t just about the services you per-
form,” said Cofar. “It’s also about
building relationships.”
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NONPROFITS

Peter J. Henn, LXR Luxury Resorts & Hotels,
Blackstone Real Estate Advisors, named to the
board of Broward Housing Solutions.

Luigi Ferrer, executive director, Pridelines
Miami.

Family Resource Center board of directors:
John Hutton, chairman; Robert Fernandez,
vice chairman; Jo Mendez, treasurer, Sharon
Liebman, past chairperson; and members Ed
King, Dennis Nowak, Susan Fox Rosellini,

Wendy

Jeffrey Stay. . .
Wendy Stull-Milordis, membershipdirector, ~ Stull-Milordis
Parkland YMCA Family Center. Parkland YMCA

RosaE. Schechter/general counsel/Landstar ~ Fgm
Development Group, on the board/Diabetes
Research Institute/University of Miami Miller
School of Medicine.

Marla Weiss Egers, senior vice president/

campaign and community development,
Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach County.

Marc A. Berenfeld, partner/Berenfeld Spritz- %
er Shechter & Sheer LLP, chairman/Coral Gables "
Chamber of Commerce.

ily Center

)

PROFESSIONS

Finance - o Anahid

Bim Sohan, private banking regional director, L.

Wachovia Wealth Management Boca Raton. Kulwicki
Florida

Charrisse Dyer, vice president; Robert
McCracken, senior loan officer; and Lisa Inte
Boller, senior vice president/controller, Ameri-
can National Bank Oakland Park.

Kerensa Butler, partner, McGladrey & Pullen

rnational

University College
of Nursing and

LLP. Health Sciences

Doreen Aguirre, cash management man-
ager/corporate banking, Mercantil Commerce-
bank.

Antonio Roberts, promoted to manager in
business advisory services, Grant Thornton LLP
Miami. Alex Rhodes promoted to senior
manager in Audit Services, Miami and Weston.

Education

Kimberly Taylor, Florida International Univer-
sity’s College of Business Administration,
appointed to Macy'’s Retailing Professorship for
athree-year period.

Anahid Kulwicki, director/Nursing Graduate
Program and the Nursing Ph.D. Program, Florida
International University College of Nursing and
Health Sciences.

Jack Aylor, head of development and fundrais-
ing operations/Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute at Florida Atlantic University.

Hospitality

Eric Gavin, director of sales and marketing,
Loews Miami Beach Hotel.

Alfred Rosenthal, general manager/Marri-
ott's BeachPlace TowersFort Lauderdale,
Marriott Vacation Club International, a division
of Marriott International Inc.

Wayne Gales/director, sales and marketing/
Embassy Suites Deerfield Beach Resort and
Spa, appointed to Broward County Marketing
Advisory Committee.
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Senditems for this column to peopleon- Eric Gavin
themove@SunSentinel.com. Loews Miami
Beach Hotel

Bankrate.com )

30 yr fixed Call for Rates
15 yr fixed Call for Rates
20 yr fixed Call for Rates
30 yr FHA Call for Rates

Do you need to be Pre-approved? No Cost-National Lender
(A) 500 W. Cypress Creek Rd, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

V{8

Cliecl nates daily at wua can-sentinel.
Program Rate Points Fees % Down APR Program Rate Points Fees % Down APR
GMAC MorTtcagE, LLC 954-771-4420 | Averican ENTErPRISE BANk oF FLoriDA ~ 877-247-7107

http://www.aebmortgage.com

30 yr fixed 5.750 0.000 $399 20% 5.772
15 yr fixed 5.500 0.000 $399 20% 5.537
30 yr FHA 6.125 0.000 $399 5% 6.148

30yr Jumbo Conforming 5.875 0.000 $399  20% 5.883
5 STAR National Lender rated by Consumers. FDIC Insured Bank
(C) 10611 Deerwood Park Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32256

Quick Quote MorTGAGE, INc.  866-584-4650
http://www. quickquotemortgage.net

30 yr fixed 5500 0.000 $595 20% 5.533
15 yr fixed 5125 0.000 $595 20% 5.180
5/1 jumbo ARM 5.750 0.000 $595 20% 5.031
30yrfixed (interest only) 5.875 0.000 $595  20% 5.908
NO APP FEE - NO POINTS - SHORT SALES WELCOME - Se Habla Espanol

Bank oF America MorTGAGE 888-797-4703

30 yr fixed 5.875 0.000 $1005 20% 6.034
15 yr fixed 5.500 0.000 $1005 20% 5.765
5/1 ARM (interest only) 6.250 0.000 $1005 20% 6.408

Call about our NO FEE MORTGAGE, 40YRS FIXED AND FHA MORTGAGE.

Visit www.thirdfederal.com to apply.
(D) Serving Baca, Delray, Greenacres, Palm Beach, Miami, 33629

(B) 1059 East Brandon Blvd., Brandon, FL 33511  MBB 0705052 | (C) 1776 N. Pine Island Road Ste 100, Plantation, FL 33322

THirD FEDERAL 800-844-7333 | BRiIGHTSTAR CRrEDIT UNION  954-809-5198
http://www.besu.org

30 yr fixed 5.800 0.000 $1083 20% 5.861 |30 yr fixed Call for Rates

15 yr fixed 5.300 0.000 $1083 20% 5.401 [15 yr fixed Call for Rates

3/1 ARM 5.375 0.000 $1083 20% 4.670 [7/1 ARM Call for Rates

5/1 ARM 5.625 0.000 $1083 20% 4.910 [5/1 jumbo ARM Call for Rates

- | (E) Serving Broward and Palm Beach Counties, FL

Join us if you live, work or attend school in Palm Beach/Broward

Apvancep MorTGAGE PLANNERs ~ 954-776-8280
http://'www.advancedmortgageplannersinc.com

Eastern FinanciaL FLoriba CU 954-704-5056

30 yr fixed Call for Rates
15 yr fixed Call for Rates
30 yr jumbo Call for Rates
15 yr jumbo Call for Rates

(E) 3700 Lakeside Drive, Miramar, FL 33027

30 yr fixed 5.625 0.000 $735 20% 5.666
15 yr fixed 5.375 0.000 $735 20% 5.444
30 yr FHA 6.000 0.000 $735 3% 6.042
30yr FHA refi  6.000 0.000 $735 3% 6.042
NEW PURCHASES CALL FOR FREE PREQUAL, FREE APPRAISAL, FREE CREDIT
(B) 120 NE 51 St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334 701349
Loan Program Rate Monthly Payment

1yr ARM 6.04% $993.51

5/1 ARM 6.49% $1,041.83

15 yr fixed 6.14% $1,404.87

Here's what the 30 yr fixed 6.41% $1,033.17

monily loanprymen
mortgage loan using the 30 yr jumbo 7.65% $3,086.39

following programs at

prevailing interest rates Source: Bankrate.com

LENDERS, TO PARTICIPATE
IN THIS FEATURE
CALL BANKRATE.COM
@ 800-509-4636

Fixed rate mortgage trend
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MORTGAGE RATES & INFO AVAILABLE ONLINE 24/7 @ www.sun-sentinel.interest.com

Rates effective as of 10/8/08. © 2008 Bankrate, Inc. http:/www.bankrate.com. LEGEND: (A) Mortgage Banker, (B) Mortgage Broker, (C) Bank, (D) S & L, (E) Credit Union. “Call for Rates” means
actual rates were not available at press time. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans are based on loan amounts of $435,000. Points quoted include discount and/or origi-
nation. Lock Days: 30-60. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific loan may differ from the sample used. Fees
reflect charges relative to the APR. If ytour down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. Bankrate, Inc. does not guarantee

the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without notice. Bankrate, Inc. does

not own any financial institutions. Some or all of the companies appearing in this table pay a fee to appear in this table. If you are seeking a mortgage in excess of $417,000, recent legislation

may enable lenders in certain locations to provide rates that are different from those shown in the table above. We recommend that you contact your lender directly to determine what rates may

be available to you. To appear in this table, call 800-509-4636. To report any inaccuracies, call 888-509-4636. * www.sun-sentinel.interest.com o

Adjustable mortgage rate trend
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Going on Vacation?

Give students a boost by donating your papers
while you're away. Call 1-800-548-6397 or visit
https://subscribe.sun-sentinel.com/Circulaton

You'll help kids get excited about reading!
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